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early stages of the development of our universe, soon after
the formation of the stars themselves. We shall see in the
next two chapters that our universe is in a state of ever-
progressing expansion, from which it follows that in the
remote past the distances between individual stars must
have been considerably smaller than they are at present.
During that epoch, near-collisions between stars must have
represented a much more common event, and each star
was given a fair chance to acquire a planetary system of
its own. Many of these stellar encounters may also have
led (with the help of a third body) to the permanent bind-
ing of the passing couples and the creation of what we
now observe as binary systems. \